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1 PETER, c. ii. v. 16. 


« AS FREE, AND NOT USING YOUR LIBERTY FOR A CLOKE OF 
© MALICIOUSNESS,” 


IN this Epiſtle, which is addreſſed, not to his Brethren 
and Countrymen alone, but to a great part of the Gentile 
world,—St. Peter, among many weighty precepts, takes 
occaſion to introduce this caution. 


Directed by the Spirit of God to an intimate knowledge 
of the Heart of Man, he well knew how liable all bleſſings 
were to be abuſed; perhaps in proportion to their intrinſic 
value. Foreſeeing the ſiniſter purpoſes to which the bleſ- 
ſing of Liberty was peculiarly expoſed, he earneſtly exhorts 
them to guard againſt the effects which any ſudden emanci- 
pation from bondage was likely to produce; thinking it his 
duty thus early to forewarn them of a tranſition, ſo dan * 
to their * and happineſs. 
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Wherever the precepts of our Saviour have operated; as 
long as the Scriptures have been referred to as the rule of 
life—ſo long, and ſo univerfally, has the world continued 
guiltleſs of this fin of Preſumption. The Apoſtle indeed 
gave it as a Caution : but it remained to the preſent age, after 
an interval of near 2000 years, to convert that Caution into 
the form of a Prophecy; and by fulfilling it almoſt beyond 
the extent even of a Prophet's intuition, has it awakened 
anew, a tremendous ſenſe of the dangers we are expoſed to, 
by relaxation in matters of Religion. What might not then 


have been expected from a People who diſcountenance all 


Religion, and who diſown a ſuperintending Providence 


It is unfortunately but too much the complexion of the 
preſent times, to conſider events, of whatever magnitude, as 
effects produced by mere political cauſes, with a reference 
only to the inſtitutions of Man. But if ever events be- 
trayed the interference of the powers of Darkneſs, —if ever 


enormities challenged the juſt wrath of Heaven ſurely the 


enormities and the events of a neighbouring nation, can no 
otherwiſe be explained. 


Our Saviour has declared, that Whoſoever difowns 
* him—him will He difown.” They have diſowned Him; 
and they ſeem to be wholly given up to their own inhuman 
devices. Our Saviour, wearied out during his Miniſtry, by 
unthankfulneſs and impenitence, exclaims “ Woe unto 

2 9 « thee 


46 


« thee Chorazin, woe unto thee Bethſaida! for if the mighty 
* works which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and 


c 


A 


Sidon, they would long ago have repented in ſackcloth 
* and aſhes: But I ſay unto you, it ſhall be more tolerable 
* for Tyre and Sidon in the day of Judgment, than for you. 
«© —And thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto Heaven, 
« ſhall be brought down to Hell: for if the mighty works 
6 which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, 
eit had remained to this day: But I fay unto you, that it 
* ſhall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the cay 
« of Judgment, than for thee !” 


A 


Had this generation, in the ſpirit of Prophecy, been told, 
that ſo tremendous a ſentence would have been incurred in 
theſe our days - the prediction had been rejected with in- 
dignation and ſcorn. Vet have we lived to ſee it provoked, 
under circumſtances of poſitive aggravation. In their day, 
indeed, Vice was eagerly purſued, and embraced: but we 
have beheld Virtue itſelf put to flight. In their day, obe- 
dience to the ruling powers was diſputed, and diſclaimed : 
in ours, all ſubordination has been exploded, and Anarchy 
rides triumphant: Compaſſion has been puniſhed with 
Death ; and Gratitude with Aſſaſſination. In their day, the 
Altars of the Lord were thrown down, and his Sacrifice was 
neglected: in ours, Religion itſelf is defaced ; and its Mi- 
niſters are annihilated. In their day, the Almighty was 
forlaken, and Idolatry was eſtabliſhed: in ours, the Almighty 

| Az2 has 


— 
8 — —— — 
. "A 7 — * 


3 


— 3 
— — TS 


— — — —— — 
mY — tc... A. AM. 


rn 


. — — — . — — - — — - — - - - "== — > _ -——_— — - = _ * = — — 
4 — — 4 ma < _ — A em 4 * 5 — 2 a — _ — = w = — — 
— - a — We — — — * — - — 2 —— — — 1 —— — — - — — - — — — _ yo 
1 
_ —— r Th Bom Soonuaen act r eo | . 8 — : P as —— — — . 
* ad 2 — W—_ — 1 * th — 
— n 1 Fang 0 44 2 F Fon 


n 


— 
— _ — - 
r head I — 
1 
— 2 P 


1 


1 
has been equally forfaken—for/aten, did I fay ?—diſowned, 
and rejected! openly vilified, and publicly blaſphemed ! Nor 
have they ſcrupled to threaten the eſtabliſhment of Semina- 
ries, for the avowed purpoſe of profeſſed Atheiſm ! 


Of ſuch Seminaries may this Country ever remain practi- 
cally ignorant ! It highly deſerves to be one of the many 
objects of our warmeſt gratitude, that a gracious Providence 
hath kindled an emulation among us to gratify the public 
feeling, and to ſecure the future welfare of Society, by the 
general eſtabliſhment of Seminaries, to the glory of God, 
and the credit of human nature. 


To carry on the compariſon between the two ages is im- 
practicable: for the hiſtory of the Jews does not furniſh us 
with materials for the taſk. Wicked as the world then was, 
it had not as yet learnt to ſubſtitute cruelty and outrage for 
humanity : nor had a thirſt for blood nothing leſs than in- 
fernal ſupplanted the natural propenſity to compaſſion, in- 
ſtinctive in the human heart. In vain we ſearch the annals 


of the moſt lawleſs times, or the moſt depraved nations, —in 


vain we ranſack Hiſtory at large, for any parallel: nor does 
language furniſh us with expreſſions at all adequate to the 
horror with which their conduct has inſpired the reſt of the 
world. David reproached the Champion of the Philiſtines 


with having © defied the armies of the living God.” They 


have defied, not his armies, but the living God himſelf ! 
f 7 Our 


„ 

Our Saviour, whole affectionate regard to mankind, ever 
prompted Him to promote their comforts here, and their 
happineſs hereafter, - beſought us with an anxious earneſt- 
neſs to accuſtom ourſelves to dwell with fondneſs on the 
mild and manly affections of the mind. Thus commiſſioned, 
the Apoſtle more particularly recommends, and enforces 
them: Whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
* honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
4 pure, whatſoever things are lovely and of good report, —if 
„ there be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think on 
* theſe things.” On which of theſe things have our neigh- 
bouzs thought? As they have burſt aſunder the great chain 
of Government, ſo have they forced every individual link 
by which Society is bound together; and outraged every 


feeling of the human heart. One would ſuppoſe, that the 


God whom they worſhip, had faid—* Whatſoever things 
« are falſe, whatſoever things are diſhoneſt, whatſoever 
e things are unjuſt, whatſoever things are impure, whatſo- 
« ever things are diſguſting and of ill report, —if there be 


« any turpitude—and if there be any vice—think on theſe 


“ things.” And on theſe things they have thought; theſe 
precepts have they moſt irreligiouſly obſerved. —* My Son 
% have thou no fellowſhip with them; for in their anger 
« they ſlew a man.” Such was the exhortation of David. 
But other crimes appear light, compared to their enormities: 
for they have lain, not with the palliation (if it may be ad- 
mitted as ſuch) of An ger; but 3 and in cold blood, 
have 


1 
have they butchered defenceleſs thouſands. Inſtead of one 


man, their malice ſhould ſeem directed againſt mankind. 
The end they originally profeſſed to obtain, was Liberty. 
Not content with having themſelves acquired what they are 
pleaſed ſo to call, they inſiſt upon forcing Freedom on all 
the world beſides: as a paſſport to which they impoſe 
Vaſſalage in the worſt ſenſe of the word. Inſtead of Free- 
dom, they give the moſt abject Slavery; and Bondage 
inſtead of the Rights of Man. Profeſſing to eaſe their 
ſhoulders of the intolerable burthen of Tribute, they de- 
mand, at the point of the bayonet, a//—nay more than they 
poſſeſs on earth. Fraternity is their watchword for Conſpi- 
racy and Rebellion: and the Law of Nature is to them the 


Pheœnix which riſes from the aſhes of all other laws, both 
Human and Divine. - 


For what other purpoſe have they uſed their Liberty, but 

« for a cloke of maliciouſneſs? Neither Age nor Sex have 
protected the weak, nor the innocent, from their malice. 
As the higher orders were wont to be eſteemed for their re- 
finement, and the lower for their ingenuity, ſo have they 
maintained, or rather transferred; their original claim to that 
reputation, by refinement on cruelty the moſt exquiſite, and 
by ingenuity in whatever diſgraces human nature. They 
have at length glutted their appetite for blood by a Deed, 
which, not only in itſelf, but from the aggravation of cir- 
cumſtances attending it, will for ever ſtamp the nation with 
indelible 


„„ 


indelible characters of Injuſtice, Cowardice, and Infamy. To 
what other motive ſhall we impute this deed, than to a ma- 
lice no otherwiſe to be appeaſed ? Conſcious of the difficulty 
of ſteeling the Female boſom againſt the irrefiſtible claims 
of Pity, with a diabolical forecaſt they effectually guarded 
againſt any favourable impreſſion, which human ſuffering 
in its moſt pitiable ſtate might produce, by forbidding the 
appearance of the Sex. Aware of the different impreſſions 
which Nature hath imprinted on the Human Heart at 
large, how apt an imagination, heated by paſſion, and im- 
pelled by prejudice to concur in any given act—yet, upon 
cool reflection, and when the moment of executing its pur- 
poſe is abſolutely arrived—how apt the ſame mind is to 
relax of its ſeverity, and to relent of its reſolves ;—Conſcious 
of this probability, they denied their devoted victim the 
privilege even of a laſt farewell, and hurried their once 
adored Monarch into a better world, filencing all riſing 
emotions of remorſe, amidſt the bray of inſtruments, and the 
din of arms! | 


Out of this maſs of Iniquity, ariſes however one Good. 
The character of an individual is reſcued from miſapprehen- 
fion; and he will be handed down to poſterity, as a man 
poſſeſſed of fortitude and equanimity under the fevereſt of 
trials, ſeldom equalled, never excelled :—as a man, whoſe 
Heart was fraught with the tendereſt Affection for his Fa- 

mily ; 
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mily; with the ſteadieſt Attachment to his Friends; and 
with the pureſt Chriſtian Charity towards his Enemies 


On this topic might we indulge, till Senſibility were 
exhauſted. But while we are convinced how vain and 


fruitleſs are the effuſions of Sentiment, we cannot but be 


ſenſible, that ſober reaſoning on the cauſes, and ſerious re- 
flection on the event, may render us the moſt valuable ſervice. 
If ſuch reflection be uſeful to any man, or to any ſet of men; 
on a Briton, and on Chriſtians is it an indiſpenſable duty. 
The inducements which ſhould operate on us are ſo nume- 
rous and ſo powerful, that (though they will occur to every 
thinking individual) to ſtate but a few of them cannot but 
flaſh conviction on the mind of thoughtleſſneſs, or even of 
diſaffection itſelf. 


We live under a Government, and under Laws, which, 
though they may be aſperſed with the imputation of not 
being poſitively perfect (which nothing Human can be, or 


ever was required, or deſigned to be), are yet confeſſedly 


unequalled at this day on earth; where the Perſon, the Pro- 
perty, and the Life of every individual are equally protected 
and ſecured. With all their boaſted equality, can our 


neighbours boaſt of this? Out of their twenty-four mil- 


lions, can any one Individual fay as much? Or can any 
Individual in this country challenge the contrary ? Does 
| not 
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not the meaneſt Peaſant, .whom God has bleſſed with an 
honeſt heart and found health, enjoy all the ſolid comforts 
reſulting from impartial Laws, which the Sovereign himſelf 
enjoys? Nay, he enjoys more! For he bears not about him 
that ſleepleſs burthen of Reſponſibility, which, however it 
may feed Oſtentation, or flatter Ambition, precludes the 
genuine luxury of an Heart occupied only by the tranquil 
endearments, and the uninterrupted duties of Domeſtic Life. 


Are our neighbours ever likely to boaſt of this? Can it 
now even enter into their conceptions? For, inſecure as 
they juſtly felt themſelves from the iron gripe of Deſpotiſm, 
under their old Government, they are now, alas! debarred 
from even contemplating a proſpect ſo intereſting, under the 
adamantine graſp of Anarchy unexampled. 


Equality, in the ſtrict acceptation of the word, is neither 
defirable, nor practicable. If all were rich, who would 
condeſcend to work ? and without labour, Society could not 
exiſt. If all were poor, who could ſtand forward to reward 
Induſtry ? and without reward, emulation would loſe its ob- 
ject, and exertion its ſinews. That we are not born equal 
is manifeſt, from there being ſcarce any two individuals of 
equal ſtrength either of body, or of mind. Whatever viſion- 
ary Theoriſts may dream, the fact is not within the compaſs 
of human poſlibility. To be convinced of which, we 
have only to obſerve the actual ſtate of Society among our 

35 neighbours. 


( 14 ) 

neighbours. After all their methods of confounding every 
order not abſolutely annihilated, —after every deviſable mode 
of ſtriking the level, where is even their nominal Equality ? 
In ſpite of all their deteſtation of Rank and Title, there are 
as many diſtinctions between Man and Man in their ſtate of 
Anarchy, as would anſwer moſt purpoſes of good order in 
civil Society. The great difference ſeems to confiſt in this; 
that inſtead of reſpe& and deference being paid to Virtue 
and Talents, — Homage is exacted, in proportion to indivi- 
dual, or collective depravity. 


While we are ſenſible of acknowledged Bleſſings, let us 
not perverſely overlook thoſe which are no leſs poſitive and 
palpable, becauſe they aſſume to vulgar obſervation the 
_ courſe only of nature; which they do not conſider is no- 
thing leſs than the immediate arrangement of a conſtantly 
ſuperintending Providence. 


From our inſular ſituation, we are more peculiarly de- 


fended by Nature (which again is Providence) from the 


external attacks of other nations —hile in our Climate, as 
in our Conſtitution, we may almoſt ſay that we poſſeſs the 
various bleſſings of a Temperate Zone; equally removed from 
the benumbing tor por of the Frigid, — and from the lifeleſs 
languor of the Torrid. Whoſe wholeſome atmoſphere is not 
infected by peſtilence; the grateful produce of whoſe foil is 
not ſubject to be blaſted by whichvinds, and tempeſts; nor 

| to 
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to be convulſed by the throes of the all-devouring Earth- 
quake, —* Oh that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
“ for his goodneſs, and declare the wonders that he doeth 
« for the Children of Men!“ 


Farewell theſe Privileges and theſe Bleſſings to that man, 
who openly dares, or ſecretly meditates, to deſtroy ſo ſtriking 
a contraſt !| When his carcaſe ſhall be ſwept from the face 
of the Earth, let his memory be branded with the name of 


Patricide ! 


If we wilfully ſhut our eyes againſt the ſtrong light of 
ſuch manifold and great mercies, and impiouſly withhold 
our bounden gratitude for them; ſhould we not juſtly ſub- 
ject ourſelves to that affecting reproach, and ſolemn ſentence 
pronounced by our Saviour on the city of Jeruſalem ? “Oh! 
« Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem—who ſtoneſt thy Prophets, and 
« killeſt thoſe which are ſent unto thee : how often would 
J have gathered you together, even as an hen gathereth 
“ her chickens under her wing—and ye would not! Behold, 


your houſe is left deſolate !” 


Let us, on the contrary, even in this our day, know 
* the things which belong unto our peace, before they are 
* hid from our eyes.” Let us ſo conduct ourſelves in our 
different callings, as to merit the approbation and protection 
of God. And“ if God be for us, who can be againſt us!“ 


THE END. 
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